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To the Reverend 
Mr. GEORGE BAKER 


Archdeacon of TorNESSͤR; 


And 


The other Reverend Miniſters before 
whom this Sermon was preached. g 


REVEREND SIx«Sõ, 
I beg Leave to preſent you a very 


plain Diſcourſe, upon a very im- 
E Subject: Which the earneſt 
Requeſts, and repeated Solicitations of 
many of thoſe that heard it have at 


length prevailed upon me to make pu- 
blick. 


I hope yeu will not, becauſe of the 
artleſs unadorned Manner in which it is 


wrote, look upon me, as undertaking 
A 2 to 


ws WW og 

to dictate to thole, Oh whom, as it is 
my Duty, 1 ſhould be glad to learn, 
My View was to deliver my own Soul, 
by lap the Opportunity my Office ſup- 
plied me with, of ſpeaking. ſome ne- 


cry Points plainly and whe 

That the God of all Grace may 1 
imprint upon all our Hearts theſe and 
the like Conſiderations, ſo as to enable 


us to live and act ſuitably to them, is 
the earneſt Prayer of 


Nur Afedlienate Brother, | 
And Servant for Chriſt's Sale; 


THOMAS VIVIAN, 


Cornword, Dic. 271th, 
* 7 5 0. : ; 


Jonn xxl. 17, 
Jieſus ſaith unto him, Feed my Sheep. 


HE particular Solemnity, with which 

our bleſſed Lord commits to St. Peter 

in this Place, the important Truſt of feed- 

ing his Flock, is one of thoſe Arguments 

n which the Papiſts build the Authority 

< their Church, and the univerſal Supre- 
macy of 1s Head. 


But befides the great Difficulty (or rather 
Impoſſibility) they lye under of proving that 
St. Peter was ever Biſhop of Rome, or if he 
was, that his Authority was to deſcend in its 
full Latitude to all his Succeſſors It does 
not appear from this (nor indeed any other) 
Paſſage that he had any extraordinary Com- 
miſſion or Authority above the other A- 


poſtles: This being no more than a ſolemn 


Confirmation of the Charge before com- 
mitted to them all *, 


Mat. XXV1ul. 19. 
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We ſhould therefore conſider theſe Words 
as not belonging to him only, or to all the 
Apoſtles, but as applicable to every Miniſter 
of Chriſt, Every one to whom is committed 
the Care of Souls may conſider the Lord 
Jeſus thus ſpeaking to him: Feed my Lambs, 
Feed my Sheep: Feed my Sheep. Words, 
which as they ſhould ſtrike us with a reve- 
rential Awe, on account of the Perſon that 
ſpeaks them, ſo ſhould they employ our deep 
Meditation on account of their extenſive 
Senſe, as including whatſoever belongs to 
the paſtoral Charge, And which we there- 
fore, my Brethren, ought with Fear and 
Trembling to conſider, ſince ſo much de- 


pends upon our underſtanding and obeying 


them ; the Salvation of our own Souls, and 


in a great Meaſure that of thoſe that are 


committed to us : Whoſe Blood will be re- 
quired at our Hands if they periſh thro” 


our ill Conduct or Neglect. 


It will therefore, I apprehend, be very 
ſuitable both to the End of our preſent aſ- 
ſembling, and to the Office I bear b, to call 
to your Remembrance your great and im- 
portant Truſt. But this being a Subject very 
copious and extenſive, I ſhall inſiſt only upon 

d As Rural Dean. uch 
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ſuch Particulars as are either moſt important 


in themſelves, or moſt frequently neglected; 
and that under the following Heads. 


I. The neceſſary Qualifications of thoſe that 
are to be admitted to the Miniſtry, 


II. The particular Duties belonging to 
the Office. 


III. An exemplary Life and Converſation; 
I ſhall laſtly apply what has been ald. 


I. With regard to the Firſt of theſe, it is 
above all Things neceſſary, that he that is 
admitted to the Miniſtry be himſelf a Child 
of God. 


By being a Child of God J do not mean 
only that he be baptized, or even that his 
life be free from groſs Corruptions. This is 
but a ſmall Part of what is included in the 


Scripture Phraſes, Born again * and begotten 
of God b. | 


To be entitled to theſe high Appellations 
it is neceſſary that he be one that has been 
deeply convinced of Sin: That he has ſeen 

Jobn 1, 3. d 1 John v. 18. 

and 
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and felt the Corruptions of his own. Heart, 
as well as the Irregularities of his Life: One, 
who pierced with a holy Grief and peniten- 
tial Sorrow, deſpairing to be ſaved by his 
own Righteouſneſs, and directed by the 
Light of the Goſpel, has ſought the Lamb of 
God, and in him found Reſt to [his weary 
heavy laden Soul: Who being juſtified by 
Faith has Peace with God *, having received 
the Spirit of Adoption, whereby he can now 
cry Abba Father : The Spirit uſelf bearing 

Witneſs with bis * that be is a | CORE 7 
. + 


He muſt be one who as a farther Evi- 
dence of his Intereſt in Chriſt, has the Teſti- 
mony of a good Conſcience *, void Offence to- 
wards God and towards Man: Who ex- 
periences the Power of Sin gradually de- 
clining in him, and can rejoice in being 
tranſlated from Darkneſs into Light *, from 
the Bondage of Corruption into e glorious 
Liberty of the Sons of God *: And can aruly 
ſay that He, (his former Self) no longer lives, 
but Chriſt liveth in him: And the Life which 
he now liveth in the Fleſh, be liveth by the 
Faith of the Son of God, who loved him, and 
and gave himſelf for him* : Who by that 


Nom. v. 1. d Rom. viii, 16, 16. © 2 Cor. i. 12. 
4 As xxiv. 10, 1 Peter ü. 9. * Rom. viii. 21. 


E Gal. 11. 20. 
| Faith 


COL ON þ 
Faith which is of the Operation of Cad , hath 
in ſome Degree at leaſt overcome the World“, 
mortified bis Members that are upon the Earth ', 
and trod down Satan under his Feet k. 


- 


One who (finally) having the Love of God 
ſbed abroad in bisHear!', rejoices to draw near 
unto his heavenly Father in his appointed 
Ways; and delights in Prayer and Praiſe and 
holy Meditation—Duties for which before 
he had no reliſh. But now his Heart being 
enlarged, he can gladly run the Way of God's 
Commandments, which are no longer griev- 
os. He hath learned to love all Men, to 
be meek and lowly in Heart, and is warmed 
with a prudent Zeal for the Glory of God 
and the Salvation of immortal Souls; ſeek- 
ing conumally by a pure Heart to draw 
nearer and nearer to the Meafure of the Sta- 
ture of th: Fulneſs of Chriſt “. 


Theſe are the Marks and Characters 
which the Scripture (the only ſure Rule) 
gives us of a Childof God. And whatſoever 
is thus born of God, and conformed to the J- 
mage of his Son a, hath in himſelf one of the 
molt neceſſary Qualifications of a ſucceſsful 

s Gal. ii. 12. h 1 Jobn v. 4. Col. iii. 5, * Rom. 
xvi. 20. 1 Rem. viii. 5. Pſalm exix. 32. ® 1 John 
v. 3. * Mat. xi, 29. P Epb. iv. 13. 2 Rom, viii. 29. 


Dil- 
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Diſpenſer of the Goſpel of Chriſt: But with- 
out this no Man (whatever his other Qua- 
Iifications be) will be able, nor indeed w1ll- 


ing, faithfully to diſcharge this 1mportant 
Truſt. 


He will not be able, for Want of Know- 
ledge z for the natural Man receiveth not the 
T ines of the Spirit of God; neither can be 
know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern- 
ed. They are Myſteries made known to 
thoſe only that love and fear the Lord, and 
have thereby their Underſtanding enlighten- 
ed. So that tho' a Man be never ſo learned, 
tho' he be thoroughly acquainted with Books; 
yet if he be a Stranger to the Power of God- 
lineſs irt his own Soul—The Scriptures (with 
regard to their ſpiritual Senſe, whereby they 
become the Means of Spirit and Life *) will 
ſtill be a dead Letter to him, wrap'd up in 
Clouds and thick Darkneſs, 


If any one does not conceive how this can 
be, it may be made more intelligible by ob- 
ſerving that this is the Caſe in other Things. 
Different Books and different Converſation 
ſuit different Perſons, and what appears 
charming and inſtructive to one, is dull and 
diſagrecable to another. The Reaſon of 


* 1 Cor. ii. 14. * Jobn vi. 63. 
which 
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which is this: In order to pleaſe and profit, 
there muſt not only be a real Worth in the 
Object itſelf, but a correſpondent Suĩtableneſs 
in the Receiver. For want of this, Muſick 
ſeems harſh to a bad Ear, and the fineſt 
Thread of Reaſoning appears Nonſence to 
the unlearned. Juſt ſo in the preſent Caſe, 
he that hath not his Senſes exerciſed to diſ- 
cern ſpiritual Things (tho? he may be very 
knowing and quick of Apprehenſion in 
other Matters) for Want of this Diſcern- 
ment, and a correſpondent Experience in his 
own Soul, will either form wrong Notions, 
or have no Conception of many Goſpel 
Truths, which are plain even to a Babe in 
Cbriſt. 


And as ſuch a Perſon cannot underſtand 
the Word of God, ſo neither will he be able 
to judge of the State of thoſe Souls who de- 
fire his Advice and Direction. — A poor 
Phyſician indeed, that neither knows the 
Powers and Qualities of the Medicines he is 


to uſe, nor the Nature of the Diſeaſes he is 
to cur 


If one come to him weary and heavy laden 
with the Burden of his Sins, in whom tbe 
Arrows of the Lord ſtuck faſt, and his Hand 

| preſſeth 
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preſſeth him ſore *, Whole Lamentation i is 
O wretched Cock that I am, uibo ſhall deliver 

me from this Body of Death*? Whoenquires 
what muſt I do Io be ſaved" ?-——Notwith- 
ſtanding theſe are the Scripture Marks of 
an awakened Conſcience, convinced of Sin 
by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt z—yet in- 
ſtead of pointing out to ſuch an one he Lamb 
of God that taketh away the Sins of be Mord, 
the Advocate with the Father Je ſus Chrif 
the Righteous, who is the Propitiation for our 
Sins? : Being himſelf a Stranger to any ſuch 
Convictions, he will in all Probability think 
him mad, and at beſt recommend trifling 
Company, and idle Amuſements; fo to bas 
niſh thoſe ſerious Thoughts, and ſtifle the 
Work of God in its Beginning. 


If a Believer defires to be more clearly-in- 
ſtructed in the Nature of aving Paith,' to 
have ſome Doubts and Difficulties removed; 
and receive farther Light relating to the 
Scripture-Marks of our new Birth—How 
can he teach others, who at beſt can have 
but very confuſed Notions of theſe Things 
himſelf? A Believer might ſay, we JH 
that we do know, and teſtify that we have ſeen * + 
But another hath neither known nor ſeen , 


t P/alm xxxviii. 2. * Rom. vii. 24. % As * 
30. * Jobn i. 29. J 1 Job ii. 1. * Jobn iii. 11. 
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how then can he ſpeak ? It is more pro- 
bable that making his own Experience (or 
rather his no Experience) the Standard in- 
ſtead of God's Word, he will turn the Lame 
out of the Way. Tho' we are commanded 
to examine ourſelves whether we be in the 
Faith, ſince Believers (ſuch as are not repro- 
bate or diſapproved anus) may know that 
Jeſus Chriſt 7s in them He will pro- 
bably maintain that ſuch a Trial is vain and 
fruitleſs, and that we cannot know that 
Chriſt dwells in us by his Spirit, or we in 
him by Faith, 


So unable will he be to deal with Souls in 
private, and his publick Performances muſt 
be ſuitable. ** Cold and lifeleſs (as that 
* great and good Man Archbiſhop Leighton 
© obſerves) tho? never ſo fine and well con- 
e trived.muſt thoſe Diſcourſes be that are 
* of an unknown Chriſt,” And therefore 
(as he farther ſpeaks) ** As a due Furniture 
e of Learning is very requiſite for this Em- 
„ ployment, ſo it is not ſufficient, When 
* one is duly enriched that Way, there is 
yet one Thing wanting that grows not in 
Schools. Except this infuſed Wiſdom from 
„ above, ſeaſon and ſanctify all other En- 
„ dowments, they remain xz common and 

2 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 

: B * un- 
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unholy, and therefore not fit for the 


b 39 


« Sanctuary“. 


Nor will he that is a Stranger to the Power 
of Godlineſs in his own Soul be more will- 
ing than able to promote the Salvation of 
others. We cannot have a true Zeal for 
God's Glory till his Love is ſhed abroad in 
our Hearts ©; nor ſhall we be hearty in preſ- 
ſing others to be united to Zeſus Chriſt, till 
we are ourſelves Partakers of that Re- 
demption that is 2 Faith in his Blood ©: 
At leaſt till we are ſo deeply convinced of 
the Neceſſity of obtaining this invaluable 
Privilecge, as to ſeck and deſire it infinitely 
above all earthly Things. Till then a Man 
can have little Hopes of Succeſs in the Mi- 
niſtry; nor indeed will he much expect or 
deſire it. For being himſelf not eſcaped 
from the Power of Sin, nor even heartily 
deſirous to be ſo ; but remaining in a State 
of Bondage to him hat worketh in ihe Childs 
ren of Diſcbedience © He will not—can- 
not ſincerely oppoſe, but rather (as much as 
decently he may) promote his Maſter's 
Kingdom: eſpecially by deluding Souls into 
a falſe Reſt, ſaying Peace, Peace, when there 
„ Serm, I. © Rom. v. 5. © Rom, iii. 25, © Eph. 
u. 2. 
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is no Peace: Not like a true Watchman 
awakening, but lulling Men aſleep. 


And with regard to that Part of his Duty 
which he is obliged to, How tecious will it 
be? How heartleſs muſt he be in it when 
he is not filled with Love to him he ſerves ? 
How will the painful Work be hurried over? 
At firſt perhaps ſome faint Deſires of doing 
good (if not a worſe Motive, Novelty, or a 
vain Deſire to pleaſe Men) may cauſe a little 
Care and Diligence; but diſappointed of Suc- 
ceſs (the Cauſe of which he does not ſuſpect 
to be in himſelf) How tired will he grow 
even of this poor Cura animarum *, and glad 
(if it may be) to be entirely excuſed, and 
leave the painful Drudgery to others ? 


2. A ſecond neceſſary Qualification for the 
Miniſtry | is that we be properly called to it. 


The Miniſters of the Goſpel: are by the 
Apoſtle called Ambaſſadors . They are ſent 
forth to proclaim the glad Tidings of Salva- 
tion to Sinners, and to pray them in Chriſt's 
Stead, to be reconciled to God. 


Now the Authority of an Ambaſſador de- 


A 1 vi. 14, 5 Care of Souls. 2 Cor. v. 20. 
id, 


1 pends 
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s upon his being commiſſioned by his 
Maſter, and ſent forth in his Name : With- 
out which he dares not take upon him the 


Ojice, 


Accordingly we find the firſt Preachers of 
the Goſpel referring to the Divine Appoint- 
ment, as that which both authoriſed and o- 
bliged them to undertake the Miniſtry. 4 
Di penſation of the Goſpel is committed to me, 
ſaith St. Paul; And by whom? Not by Man, 
but by Feſus Chriſt, and God the Father %0©ho 
raiſed him from the dead. Agrecable to 
which are our Lord's own Words : Ye have 
not choſen me, but I have choſen you. And 
it is the ſtanding Rule: No Man taketh this 
Honour to bimſelf, but be that i is called of God, 
as was Aaron *. 


On the other Hand, the Want of being 
called of God is one of the diſtinguiſhing 
Marks of falſe Prophets: I have not ſent 
theſe Prophets, yet they ran, 1 have not ſpoken 
to them, yet they propbeſied*®. And the Pu- 
niſhment of their Crime is, By Sword and 
Famine Pall theſe Prophets be conſumed b. 


And if any one imagine that there is not 


E 3 Cor. ix. 1, 1. 1. Jobs xv. 16. 
» Heb. v. 4. Fer. xXill. 21. ? Fer. xiv. 15. 


now 


. 

now the ſame Neceſſity of being thus called 
of God that there was in former Ages, the 
Wiſdom of our own Church will teach him 
better : The firſt Queſtion put to thoſe that 
are to be ordained being this: Do you 
ce truſt that you are inwardly moved by the 
«© Holy Ghoſt to take upon you this Office 
„ and Miniſtration ??“ Plainly implying that 
the Motion muſt come from God himſelf: 
Without which the being ſent forth by the 
Governors of the Church (they not being 
able to know the Heart, and in this Caſe be- 
ing impoſed upon by faiile Pretences) cannot 
give ſufficient Authority in the Sight of God. 
And therefore if we have not this internal, 
as well as an external Call, we ſhall ſtil] be 
by him conſidered as Thieves and Robbers, 
that entered not by the Door (i. e. Chritt". ) 
into the Sheep-fold, but climbed up ſome other 
Ways. 


The only Difficulty, is what we are to 
underſtand by being called of God, and moved 
by the Holy Gheſt : And how we are to judge 
whether we are thus called or not, But even 
here had not others erred before us, it would 
be much eaſier for a ſincere Heart that is 
taught of God the Knowledge of ſpiritual 
Things to hit than mils the Truth. 


Ordination of Deacons. John x. 7. * Jotnx.1. 
3 Theſe 
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Theſe Expreſſions certainly imply at leaſt 
an inward Perſuaſion (not ariſing from any 
external Views and Conſiderations) and a 
clear and ſtrong Conviction (ſometimes in 
Oppoſition to other Determinations and a 
former Bent) that it is God's Will we ſhould 
take upon us the Miniſtry : Which Perſua- 


ſion is not a groundleſs enthuſiaſtical Ima- 
gination, but attended with ſuch other Cir- 


cumſtances and Reaſons, as all together are 
ſufficient to convince ourſelves and others too 
(that are candid and impartial) of the Reality 
of our Call. 1 mean a good Meaſure of 
thoſe other Qualifications which are either 
neceſſary or expedient for thoſe that take upon 
them this molt ſolemn and important Truſt. 


3. Theſe are, a good Underſtanding and 
ſound Judgment, eſpecially a Diſcernment 
in ſpiritual Things founded upon Experience 
and ſenſible Knowledge of the Things of which 
we ſpeak: A Heart filled with Zeal for 
God and the Salvation of Souls, a Deſire to 
ſpend and to be ſpent in the Service, which 
we ſeek not for the Wages but for the 
Work's ſake: And a Converſation ſuitable, 
holy and har mleſs, and abounding in the Work 
of the Lord *, and the Labour of Love. 

t 2 Cor. xii. 18. % 1 Core xv. 58, » Theſ, i. 3. 
'3 To 


1 
To theſe we may add, as highly exped:- 
ent, a general Knowledge of Men and Things 
a competent Share of human Learning, and 
a free Elocution, Of which the more a 
Miniſter has the better, provided they be 
ſanctified by Grace, and made ſubſervient 
to worthy Ends ; otherwiſe they will be of 
no Uſe, nay will rather be very hurtful : As 
they will diſpoſe us to be ravenous Wolves, 
rather than faithful Shepherds ; incline and 


qualify us to devour, rather than feed the 
Flock of Chriſt. 


If we come to the Miniſtry with theſe 
Qualifications, we ſhall find ſome Pleaſure 
even in the hardeſt Part of it. We ſhall 
reap ſome Comfort even while we ſow the 
Seed, and have the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to 
hope to ſee of the Travail of our Soul, if chus 
prepared, and looking continually unto God, 
from whom is all our Sufficiency, we con— 
ſcientiouſly ſtrive to diſcharge the particular 
Duties belonging to our Office. What theſe 


are comes now in the ſecond Place to be con- 
ſidered. And, 


1. The moſt uſual Means of awakening 
Sinners, as well as of building np Believers is 
the preaching of the Word, 
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This is that Sword of the Spirit * which 
is quick and powerful, piercing even 1o the 
dividing aſunder of Sou! and Spirit, and of the 
Foints and Marrow”, When rightly managed 
it ſeparateth betwee an Sinner and his 
moſt beloved Luſts, divorces him from that 
which was dear as a right Eye, brings him 
off from every Idol to ſerve the living and 
true God, and ſeek above ail Things the 
Redemption that is in Zeſus Chriſt, 


But the preaching of the Goſpel] becomes 
thus the Power cf God unto Salvation * not 
by any Virtue or Efficacy in itlelf, but only 
as it is a Means God uſes to this End: The 

letter itſelf profiteth nothing, I is the Spirit 
that quickeneth *, upon whoſe Operation there- 
fore we ate to depend as he that in this Caſe 
worketh all in all. 


However, tho* the Means have no Suf- 
ficiency in themſelves, yet ought they to be 
proper and ſuitable to the End propoſed, 
And therefore our preaching ſhould not be 
with enticing Words of Man's Wiſtom b (which 
would be corrupting the Word of God ©) but 
in great Simplicity and Plainnels of Speech, 
* &ph. vi. 17. Y Heb, iv. 12. * Rom, 1. 16 * John 
vi. 63. d Cor. ii. 4. © xannvolis, 2 Cor. ii. 17. 

opening 
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opening the Myſteries of Godlineſs, and the 
Methods of Grace, and enforcing and ap- 
plying the ſame in ſuch a Manner, as a full 
and zealous Heart will readily ſuggeſt. But 
eſpecially depending upon Almighty God to 
- make all effectval, by the Demonſtration of 
the Spirit ©, enlightening the Underſtanding 
to receive, and inclining the Heart to 
embrace the important Truths. 


And let us always take Care that our Diſ- 
courſes be ſuch as become Goſpel- Preachers, 
carefully avoiding thoſe vague and looſe 
Strains of unſcriptural Divinity, of which we 


have too many Inſtances even amongſt the 


Writers of Credit in the preſent Age: Who 
confound Law and Goſpel together, making 
ſuch a Medly of heathen Morality, and 
Chriſtian Doctrines, as perplex the Hearers. 
Theſe, by their flight Manner of paſſing 


over the moſt important Points, have (whe- 


ther they intended it or not) cauſed many to 
look upon Chriſtianity itſelf as little more 
than a refined Syſtem of moral Philoſophy. 


To avoid this, the Doctrines peculiarly 


evangelical ſhould be clearly opened and 


ſtrongly enforced, eſpecially. in the following 
Particulars. 


4 1 Cor. ii. 4 
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As Repentance towards God muſt preceed 
ſaving Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt *, as 
Men muſt be made ſenſible of their wretched 
fallen State before they will be inclined to 
look out for a Remedy — ln awakening 
them to a Senſe of their ſinful State, The 
Ax muſt be laid to the Root of 'the Tree. 
We muſt not only ſo preach the Law, that 
Men may thereby diſcover the Irregularitics 
of their Lives, their outward actual Sins— 
But according to our Lord's Example * we 
muſt ſhew the Length and Breadth of the 
Law, its ſpiritual Senſe and extenſive Mean- 
ing: That Men may ſee how utterly they 
are polluted, that even their Mind and Con- 
ſcience is defiled® : That when their Hands 
are innocent they offend in Word, and even 
in Thought ; by the Adultery of the Eye, 
and the Murder of the Heart. 


And farther, the Source of all our Pol- 
lutions muſt be opened, our original Guilt 
and Sin, being by Nature born in Sin, and 
Children of Wrath A Truth which thoſe 
are uſually moſt offended with, that by their 
being thus offended are themſelves evident 
Proofs and Examples of it.—A Truth upon 


e Acts xx. 21. f Mat. iii. 10. 5 Mat. v. 21, c. 
i. 15; * £36. B. 3. = 
| which 


[ 23 ] 

which the whole Chriſtian Diſpenſation is 
founded, and accordingly abundantly taught 
in the Holy Scriptures : And to which eve 
Miniſter of our Church hath ſubſcribed ; de- 
claring it to be his Perſuaſion : That “ ori- 
6 ginal Sin ſtandeth not in the following of 
6 Adam, as the Pelagians do vainly talk; 
but it is the Fault and Corruption of the 
«© Nature of every Man, that naturally is 
e ingendered of the Offspring of Adam; 
„ whereby Man is very far gone from ori- 
« ginal Righteouſnefs, and is of his own 
« Nature inclined to Evil; ſo that the Fleſh 
&« luſteth always contrary to the Spirit. 
«© And therefore in every Perſon born into 
this World it deſerveth God's Wrath and 
« Damnation *.“ 


When by this Men are deeply wounded 
with a Senſe of Guilt, when they are con- 
vinced of Sin, and the fatal Conſequences of 
unpardoned Offences, then will the preaching 
of the Goſpel, glad Tidings of Salvation thro? 
Chriſt, be ſeaſonable. Thole that feel their 
Diſeaſe will gladly liſten to the Offer of a 
Remedy. The weary and heavy laden will 


be glad to hear of a Savieur, The Lamb of 


God that taketh away the Sins of the World ®, 
* Ads ix, 1 Mat. xi, 28, n John i, 29. 
| Then 
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Then will that great Article of Chriſtiani- 
ty, Juſtification thro' Faith, Salvation freely 
offered, be ſweet and comfortable to thoſe that 
know their Wants, are unbottomed from 
ſelf. Confidence, and no longer truſt to any 
Righteouſneſs or Power of their own. 


And this is the Time for Miniſters to be 
the Meſſengers of Peace, and bind up the 
broken hearted ©; to call unto Sinners in the 
Wards of the Prophet. Ho! every one that 
thirſteth come ye to the Vaters: To take 
up the Invitation of our Lord, Come unto me 

ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 
will give you Reſt : To drop into their bleed- 
ing. Wounds that healing Balſam of the 
Apoſtle, We have an Advocate with the Fa- 
ther, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, and be is the 
Propitiation for our Sins“. 


And becauſe ſuch is the Greatneſs and 
Excellency of Faith, that by it alone we are 
juſtified before God; becaule this is the Point 
that chiefly diſtinguiſhes the Goſpel from 
the Law, and the Reformed from the 
Papal Churches We ſhould be very care- 

ul and particular in opening the Nature of 
ſaving Faith, that thoſe that hear us may 
not err in ſo important a Point; and miſtake 
 ® Jfaiah Ixi, 1. 1ſaiabN.t. P Jabni 1. 
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a dead hiſtorical Faith for that which is liveh 
and ſaving. To prevent which we ſhould 
frequently deſcribe it by its Preparatives— 

Repentance towards God, deep Convictions of 

Sin, and a humbling Senſe of the Want of- 
a Saviour: By its ſaving AF, receiving Jeſus 

Chriſt as he is offered in the Goſpel, as our 

Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctiſication, and Re- 

dempiton , caſting ourſelves upon him, and 
cleaving unto him with our whole Heart: 
And by its Efefs—Within the Believer 

Peace, Love and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt *, and 

in his Conduct, dying unto Sin, and living 
unto Righteouſneſs. | 


When St. Paul preached theſe Doctrines 
of Grace, ſome Men ſtarted that Objection 
which ſince hath been very common, Do we 
not make void the Law thro Faith* ? Ima- 
gining that if by the Works of the Law na 
Fleſh ſhall be juſtified *, if the forſaking Sin 
and doing good Works cannot procure For- 
giveneſs, then they might as well fit ſtill ; 
and that now there was no Place for good 
Works, nor any Need of them. 


i mr 


He that knoweth by Experience what 
Faith is, will hardly be tempted to entertain 


1.3 Cor, i. 30. 7 Row, v. 1, tie: © Row. 0. oh 


t Cal. li. 16. 
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ſuch a vain Thought; but to prevent the Ca- 
vil altogether it will be needful to explain the 
Uſe and Neceſſity of good Works, and ſhew 
their proper Place and order, according to 
the excellent Pattern ſet us in the 12th and 
13th Articles of our Church. 


Indeed the Generality of Preachers are not 
ſo defecti ve in enforcing the Neceſlity of 
moral Duties: But too many in doing this 
do as it were ſhoot at random. Calling 
Men to the Practice of Good Works, but 
not teaching to what End: Whether in 
order to be juſtified by them, which is the 
Doctrine of the Church of Rome (if it be 
not too groſs even for them) or as the proper 
and neceſſary Fruits of Faith in them that 
are juſtified, as is taught by our own and the 
reformed Churches in general. 


In explaining this Point, therefore we 
ſhould be cautious on the one Hand to ſhew 
the utter Inſufficiency of our beſt Works to 
Juſtification: And yet on the other, to 
prove that ihe Law is holy and juſt, and good 
if a Man uſe it lawfully" ; and uſeful for dif- 
ferent Ends, according to the different Cir- 
cumſtances of the Hearers. To the un- 
awakened it is uſeful as a School Maſter to bring 


u Rom, vii. 12, 1 Tim. i. 8. 
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them to Chriſt *: They being hereby check d 
and humbled ſo as to ſee their Sins, diſcover 
the Impoſſibility they lye under of being 
ſaved by fulfilling the Law, and be convinced 
how neceſſary it is for them being hut up, 
and debarred from every other Method of 
fleeing from the Wrath to come; to fly unto 
unto Jeſus to be ſaved by Grace. To thoſe 
that ſeek the Lord under Convittions of Sin, 
the Law is a proper Teſt of the Reality of 
their Repentance, by the Regard they ſhew 
to its Commands. And farther, it beats 
down and bruiſes them more and more by 
its Rigour and threatened Wrath; ſo as to 
make Peace and Bclieving more welcome 
and more diligently ſought. To thoje that are 
paſſed from Death unto Life?, tho* the Law 
could not juſtify their Perſons, yet it juſtifies 
their Faith, by ſhewing it to be of the right 
Sort *, lively, working by Love, and fruit- 
ful of good Works“. | 


That our preaching may be bleſſed with 
Succeſs, it is farther neceſſary that we en- 
deavour as much as poſſible to humble the 
Heart of Man, by Nature proud, and puf- 
ted up with an Opinion of his own Strength, 
In order to this we muſt put our Hearers 

* Gal. ili, 24. Y 1 John iii. 14. 2 Fides ſola jus 
fificat, ſed fides guæ ſola non juſtificat. * Gal. v. ö. 
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conſtantly in mind that i? 7s not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
ſheweth Mercy®: That it is he alone that 
worketh in us both to will and to do: That 
we cannot call Jes Lord but by the Holy 
Ghoſt ©: That it is He that enlighteneth our 
Underſtanding, to ſee our Wants when loſt 
in Darkneſs and the Shadow of Death: That 
Faith whereby we are ſaved is his Gift: 
That it is he that quickeneth us when dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, takes off the Load of 
Guilt, and by his Holy Inſpiration ſanctifies 
our Souls, ſo as to render them meet to be 
Partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in 
Light : And gives us here the Seal and 
Earneſt of that Inheritance in our Hearts“. 


To what has been ſaid on this Point I ſhall 
only add, that it were much to be wiſhed 
the Pattern we copy: after were chiefly the 
holy Scriptures, and that not only in the Doc- 
trines themſeves, but alſo in the Expreſſions 
in which they are delivered. Adapting ſpiri- 
tual Words to ſpiritual Things, uſing thoſe 
Phraſes which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth as moſt 
expreſſive of his Meaning, 

d Rom. ix. 16.. © Phil. ii. 13. 4 1 Cor. xi. 3. 
Job. xxviii. 3. f Eph. ii. 1. 8 Col. i. 12. l 2 Cor. 
i. 23, 1 v N Cuyxpivorles, 1 Cor. ii. 13. 
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This Caution is the more neceſſary be- 
cauſe ſome Men ſeem aſhamed of Scripture 
Words, and put others in their Stead, as 
more modiſh, tho' far leſs proper and ex- 
preſſive. For Inſtanee the Change wrought 
in Believers is in the Scriptures called being 
born "of God *, and renewed in the Spirit of 
our Minds, by Juſtification ® 1, e. Forgive- 
neſs of Sins and San#ification i. e. inward 
Holineſs, thro* the Grace of God, and the 
Operation of the Holy Ghoſt 9, and the Man- 
ner of his Operation is expreſſed by Inſpira- 
tion“ quickning a, enlightning” , purifying *. 


But by many theſe Words are entirely 
dropt, which gives great Reaſon to ſuſpect 
that the Thing ſignified by them 1s not be- 
lieved. And the weak flat Expreſſions put 
in their Stead, ſuch as being reformed, be- 
come good, &c. as well as the ambiguous 
Phraſes of /ncere Endeavours and good Reſo- 
lutions mentioned by ſome as Terms of Ac- 
ceptance are ſtrong Arguments that their 


Notions as well as their Words are very un- 
ſcriptural. 


k John i. 13. 1 Eph. vi. 23. ® 1 Cor. vi. 71. 
* Cr. Xv. 13. 1 Gr. vi. 11. P Fob. XXX11. 8. 
1 Eh. ii. 1. Heb. vi. 4. Titus ü. 14. 


C 3 2. Be- 


11 | 
2. Befides that which is peculiarly di- 


ſtinguiſned by the Name of Preaching. 


another Method of Inſtruction is expounding 
the Scriptures, 


The written Word of God being the only 
infallible Rule of Faith and Practice, it 
ſhould be the conſtant Endeavour of Mini- 
ſters to make it as clear and intelligible as poſ- 
fible : That Men may judge for themſelves, 
fee and know what Foundation they reſt on, 


and be able to give a Reaſon of the Hope that 
is in them *, N 


By Preaching we explain and apply ſome 
particular Points, ſuch as appear moſt ſuit- 
able to the Circumſtances of thoſe to whom 
we ſpeak, Which is, as it were, drawi 
forth Streams to refreſh and fertilize their 
Hearts. By plain and apt Expoſition we 
open the Fountain itſelf, and have hereby 
as proper an Opportunity to give Light, as 
by the other to awaken and give Heat : 
Tho? even here we may by ſhort and per- 
tinent Digreſſions apply general Truths to 
particular Wants. 


This Method of teaching our Lord him- 
t 1 Pot. W. 15. all 
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ſelf uſed as is recorded Luke iv. 17. And in 
his Diſcourſe with the two Diſciples going 
to Emmaus u. In this Manner Philip opened 
the Scripture to the Eunuch” : And if we 
may judge of the Manner of teaching uſed 
by ſome of the Fathers * by thoſe Diſcourſes 


that remain, it was chiefly expounding the 
Scriptures, | 


And in this the Miniſters of the two 
Churches in this Place have ſet us a good 
Example by their Expoſition of the Epiſtle 


and Goſpel on Holydays; by which they have 


an Opportunity of opening thoſe choſen 
Parts of Scripture, and at the ſame Time 
explaining the right Uſe of the Feſtivals. 
If we have the Matter at Heart we may take 
the ſame or more frequent Opportunities 
(according to the Circumſtances and Em- 
ployments of thoſe that are committed to 
our Care) of opening theſe and other Scrip- 
tures, ſo as to make them be more effec- 
tually what they were deſigned for Light 
to them that ſit in Darkneſs, Food to the 


Hungry, and Refreſhment to the weary 
Soul, | 


3. The two Methods of Inſtruction al- 


u Luke xxiv. 27. Adds vill. 33. * Origen, Baſil, 
Auguſtin. 5 5 
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ready mentioned are of a more general Na- 
ture. But we muſt endeavour in our Ap- 
plications to be as particular as is poſſible, 
and conſiſtent with Prudence. To this End 
occaſional Exhortation might be uſeful; by 
which I mean a free Addreſs fuited to par- 
ticular Perſons and Seaſons. 


Sometimes our Hearers may be chiefly 
Believers, at leaſt ſuch as are really concerned 
about Salvation, At others, (I fear moſt 
commonly) they may be ſuch as have the 
Form of Godlineſs, but deny the Power thereof“; 

f or perhaps have neither Form nor Power. 
0 To theſe different Perſons therefore we 
d ſhould uſe a different Exhortation. 


There are again particular Times, at which 
| we may catch the Opportunity and ſpeak 4 
Word in Seaſon * : Such as the Celebration 
of Baptiſm, and Preparation for the Lord's 
Supper. When we may point out the Abuſes 
of theſe ſolemn Ordinances, obſerve the Im- 
piety of ſuch Abuſes, and ſhew the right 
Uſe and Improvement of them. Beſides 
= theſe the Burial of the Dead, and Days of 
| Faſting or Rejotcing all ſupply Opportunities 
: which a well a Mind will gladly em- 

Y 2 Tim. ut, 5. * Jaiah l. 4. 
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brace of ſpeaking a few ſuitable Words, and 
faſtening a Nail in a ſure Place. 


4. Theſe Parts of our Miniſtry are of a 
publick Nature : But it is the Duty of good 
Shepherds not only to watch over their whole 
Flock in general, but every Sheep in parti- 
cular, and carefully to ſupply their Wants. 
This. ſnews the Neceſſity of private Viſitation, 
and that not only to the Sick but to the 
«© Whole, ſince thoſe that are whole in 
Body may be ſick in Soul, and therefore 
want our help as much as the others. 


And this is as important, and (perhaps) 
as difficult as any Part of the miniſterial Of- 
fice, and requires as great a Meaſure both 
of Boldneſs and Diſcretion. 


To ſeek and find thoſe that are /o/?, to 
bring back thoſe that are going aſtray ; to 
ſearch for thoſe that begin to awake from 
their Sleep of Sin, and encourage them ; to 
find them that need Comfort and adminiſter 
it; to ſhew the Terrors of the Lord to the 
Impenitent in private Converſation with fo 
much Clearneſs and Boldneſs as to deliver our 
own Souls, and yet ſo mildly as not to lay 
a ſtumbling Block in the Way; to pull off 


a Iſaiah, xxii. 25. > Ordination Service. 
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the Maſk from the Self-decerver, ſo as to con- 
vince him of his Hypocriſy, and the Deceit- 
fulneſs of his own Heart ; ſhew him his 
Guilt and loſt Eſtate clearly, and yet ſo 
tenderly as that he may not be tempted 
to deſpair, nor turn and rent you thro' In- 
dignation ; to enter into an Houſe where 
your Company (at leaſt ſuch a Subject as 
you come with) is diſagreeable, and yet 10 
to open your Meſſage as both to make a 
proper Impreſſion, and excite a Defire of 
hearing you again; to renew the ſame At- 
tempts with Courage, after frequent Diſap- 
pointments and little or no Succeſs Hic 
labor, hoc opus t This is properly ſpeak- 
ing the Care of Souls, This is to watch as 
thoſe that muſt gis : Account. Theſe Things 
ſo difficult, and yet ſo indiſpenſably our 
Duty, are enough to make us all cry out. 


bo is ſuſicient for theſe Things © ? 


But that we faint not, let us remember 
ha t our Sufficiency is of God © : Who, if there 
te a willing Mind, will both accept and im- 
brove it, if we be not unfaithful, nor ne- 


plect to ſtir up the Gift of God that is already 
g 4s *, 


© Heb. xii. 19, * 2 Cor. ii. 16, © 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
2 Tim. f i. 6. | 
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It would be an exeellent Improvement of 
this Article of private Viſitation, if we not 


only watched over thoſe that are committed 
to us ourſelves, but put them in a Way of 
being uſeful to one another: By watching 
over each other in love, obſerving each others 
Conduct, and by mutual Reproof and Ad- 
vice, and aſſembling together for religious 
Conference, building up each other in their 
moſt holy Faith *, and admoniſbing one another 
in Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs; 
according to the Apoſtle's Direction“. 


Sinners encourage one another in Wick- 
edneſs by frequently meeting together, and 
by talking and ſinging lewdly and profanely. 
And why may not the Servants of God in- 
ſtruct, encourage, and warn each other by 
pious Diſcourſe, while a mutual Declaration 
of their Soul's State might pe Matter, 
and give each an Opportunity of ſeeing and 
knowing his own Heart more clearly? By 
this Means too they would be enabled moſt 
profitably and effectually to comply with that 
other Rule, of confeſſing their Faults one to 


another, and praying for one another that they 


may be bealed : At the ſame time that they 
Jude 02, Col. iii. 16. James iii. 7. 
joined 
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joined their Hearts and Voices together, in 
the heavenly Employment of praiſing God. 


And indeed whenever any conſiderable 
Work of Grace is wrought in many Hearts, 
they will naturally unite together. Thus the 
Prophet Malachi ſpeaking of thoſe that 
feared the Lord in his Time, ſays, that he 
ſpoke often one to another. And how ac- 
ceptable was this to God? They ſhall be 
mine, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, in that Day 
when I make up my Jewels *, In the ſame 
Manner we find the firſt Believers frequently 
aſſembled for mutual converſe, Prayer and 
Praiſe, tho' Satan then (as he always will) 
was buſted in ſtirring up his Servants to de- 
prive them of theſe bleſſed Opportunities, 


By this Means a ſtrict Union is maintain'd 
betwixt the Members of Chriſt's Body, 
which otherwiſe would be as it were diſ- 
Jointed, and have no Connection one with 
another, By this Means, when at home 
and in private, Men are uſed to talk of the 
Things of God, and encourage each other ; 
whatever good Impreſſion is made by publick 
Diſcourſes or otherwiſe is renewed, and the 
Effect not hindered by the Cares of the 
World, and other Temptations, Whereas 

m Mal. iii. 17. 
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otherwiſe Men are apt to be forgetful Hear- 
ers of the Word, and not Doers, like unto a 
Man beholding bis natural Face in a Glaſs: 
For tho' they behold themſelves, i. e. fee 
their own State deſcribed exactly; yet bey 


go their Way, and ſtraightway forget what 
Manner of Men they were *, 


The moſt regular, and, on many Accounts, 
the moſt deſireable Method of doing this 
would be conſtant and devout Family Wor- 
ſhip : When every Maſter of a Family led 
the Way of making his Houſe a Houſe of 
Prayer and affectionate Praiſe, and ſearched 
into the State of every Soul under his Roof. 
But when either himſelf or ſeveral others of 
his Family have no real deep Concern about 
Salvation, this cannot be done but in a dead 
formal Manner, doing Honour unto God with 
their Lips, while their Heart is far from him n. 
And therefore thoſe that have clear Con- 
victions of Sin, or have taſted the good Word 
of God, and the Powers of the World to come, 
will naturally ſeek for others whoſe Experi- 
ences reſemble their own, to converſe and 
pray and praiſe the Lord together, 


5. Beſides the Duty of feeding Gbriſt's 
Sheep he commands his Shepherds alſo to 


I 1 James xxiiii. 23, 24. Mat. xv. 8, u Heb, vi. 5. 
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feed his Lambs, (and which is remarkable) 


firſt his Lambs. Which as it is an Expreſſion 
of greater Tenderneſs; and may ſigaiſy the 


the weak and feeble Part of the Flock, and 


imply our conforming to his Example who 
was himſelf to gather the Lambs with his Arm, 
and carry them in his Boſom, and gently lead 
thoſe that are with Young® : So it may alſo 
denote the younger Part of our Charge, the 
Care of whom is chiefly by Catechiſing. 


This, according to the Import of the 
Word itſelf, is moſt effectually done by 
Word of Mouth. Children being uſually 
very inattentive to / Diſcourſes, and re- 
membring little of what is read to them. 
Therefore we muſt be careful to provide Meat 


for Babes, as well as ſtrong Meat for Men: 


Adapting our Inſtructions to their Capacities, 
and uſing thoſe Methods that are molt likely 
to prove effectual. 


Our Church Catechiſm is an excellent 
Ground-work to this Purpoſe if rightly uſed 
and improved. Bur if we content ourſelves 
with teaching children to repeat it by Heart, 
without opening the Senſe and Meaning of 
it; it will be a ſad Sign that we do not de- 
light in the Employment, and are not ſoli- 
citous about the Succeſs, For by this Means 

9 Jobs xxi. 15. Laiab xl. 11. 34 Heb, v. 12. 
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they will reap no more Benefit than if they 


were taught to repeat in in a Language they 
do not underitand, 


Here therefore muſt we eſpecially give 
Precept upon Precept, and Line upon Line, 
Here a little and there a little *. : Teaching 
them the Senfe of what they ſay, and ſeeing 
that they apprehend us by making them 
give pertinent Anſwers to ſuch other ſhort 
Queſtions relating to the ſame Matter as are 
ſuited to their Underſtanding. To thoſe 
that are grown up ſome of thoſe excellent 
Expoſitions that have been written may be 
uſeful. But eſpecially muſt we ourſelves uſe 
indefatigable Pains and Patience. And then 
we need not deſpair of ſeeing the Fruit. of 
our Labours: Children being capable of 
greater Knowledge, and a more aftecting 
Senſe of the Things that relate to Salvation 
than thoſe that never made the Trial would 
expect, For tho' naturally inattentive to 
ſpiritual Things, yet when frequently and 
affectionately inſtilled, they will attend; and 
form ſuch Conceptions of what moſt con- 
cerns them, their Sinfulneſs and Wants, 
and the Fulneſs that is fin Chrift to ſup- 
ply them, as will prepare them for being 
profitable Hearers of the Word, when Age 
ſhall have enlarged their Capacities, 

r [ſaiah XXViil. 10. 
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Time will not permit me to dwell any 
longer on theſe Particulars, and therefore 
I proceed to the 


III. Third Thing we purpoſed to ſpeak of— 
An exemplary Life and Converſation. | 


Me obſerved before, that if we come 
properly prepared to the Miniſtry, this will 
make the Duties of it eaſy and pleaſant. 
And we may here add, that the ſame Diſ- 
poſitions will as naturally produce a good 
Life and Converſation as a good Tree bringetb 
forth 700d Fruit *, So that ſuch an one nee 
not do Violence to himſelf in order to wa 
in a ſuitable Manner, 


But to quicken us to greater Diligence 
let us conſider, that an exemplary Life is 
what we in particular have obliged ourſelves 
to by. folemn Promiſe at our Ordination. 
This our Lord commands; this all Men, the 
bad as well as good, will expect; this, as 
we love our precious Souls, 1s our indiſpen- 
1able Duty, 


Believers in general, and (I ſuppoſe) Mi- 
niſters eſpecially are by our bleſſed Lord cal- 
led the Salt of the Earth * : That which 


Mat. vii, 17. Mat, v. 13 mould 
OU 
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ſhould give Savour to other Things. But if 
the Salt itſelf have laſt its Savour wherewith 


ſhall it be ſalted*? Ye are the Light of the 


World“; Be not yourſelves therefore covered 
with Darkneſs, leſt ye draw Ruin upon 
others as well as yourſelves. Ye are @ City 
ſet upon a Hill“; upon which all will have 
their Eyes, and nicely obſerve every Part of 
your Conduct. Ye are the Shepherds ; if 
therefore you yourſelves become a Prey to 
the devouring Lion, and tne Sheep be there- 
by ſcattered, their Souls alſo will be re- 
quired at your Hands, 


We therefore have a double Obligation 
to be always watchful, that our Converſation 
be agreeable to our holy Calling; and to 
this End we ought to abſtain even from all 
Appearance of Evil, providing bineſt Things 
not only in the Sight of the Lord, but alſo in 
the Sight of Men”. SomeThings may be /aw- 


ful in themſelves, but for us no expedient *, 
leſt we ſhoull thereby offend the Weak. 
And if fo, how much more careful ought we 


to be in keeping clear of thoſe Things which 
are really ſinful, or naturally leading to lin ? 


There are many Things which are coun- 


tenanced by Cuſtom, and paſs for innocen: 


t Mat, v. 13. 5. v. 14. Y Ibid. * 1 Theſ. v. 
22. J 2 Cor. vii. 21. * 1 Cor. vi. 12. 
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Amuſements, which whether innocent or no, 
are utterly unbecoming a Goſpel Miniſter. 
Of this Sort are all kinds of Gaming, ſpend- 
ing Hours in Drinking, merry Meetings, trifling 
Diſcourſe , and in general every Method of 
zaling and deſtroying precious Time. 


Perhaps ſome will be apt to ſay Is a 
Miniſter then to uſe no Diverſions? No 


Amuſements ? To deny himſelf every inno- 
cent Pleaſure ? 


If you mean ſuch Pleaſures as are juſt now 
mentioned, I ſhould be ſorry indeed to hear 
any of you aſk the Queſtion; to find you 
ſtood in Need of ſuch poor Things, and had 
nothing better to ſupply their Place, To 
_ the ſofteſt, this is juſt as if grown Men 

ould deſire Children's Play. Believers find 
greater Comforts and nobler Employments, 
which make them deſpiſe and diſreliſh heſe. 
But in Truth theſe Things are not innocent : 
Nor is there any Excuſe for thoſe that ule 
them: ſeeing there are other Things liable to 
no Exception, ſufficient both for Exerciſe of 
Body, and Relaxation of Mind. 


1 need hardly mention groſſer Sins, ſuch 
as Uncleanneſs, Drunkenneſs, Prefaneneſs, Fal- 


Hood, and the like. Theſe Things ſhould 
nal 
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not be once named * among us. For if we be 
guilty of any of theſe Things, all Men will 
conclude, and our own Conſciences muſt 
confeſs, that however we may be called Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, we are really Servants of 
Satanz according to the general Rule, His 
Servants ye are to whom ye obey b. 


2. But we muſt not content ourſelves 
with being harmleſs and inoffenſive. Our 
Calling requires active Diligence and Zeal, 
It is a Warfare®, labouring in a Vineyard *, 
running a Race. All which Expreſſions 
ſuggeſt unto us that much is to be done, as 
well as many Things to be left undone, We 
muſt therefore «ſe all Diligence, and labour 
to be fruuful, and abounding in the Work of 
the Lord*, | 


A faithful Miniſter will be ready to d6 
good unto all Men, to the utmoſt of his 
Power, ſpiritual and temporal Good. But 
eſpecially will he look upon his Pariſhioners, 
the Flock peculiarly committed to his Charge, 
as ſtanding in a near and tender Relation to 
him, He will conſider himſelf as concerned 
in whatever befals any of them, and nor 
only be ready himſelf to ſupply their Neceſ- 
ſities, but ſtir up others to do it alſo. In 
ib. v. 3. > Rom. vi. 16. © 1 Time. vi. 12. 4 Mat. 

XX, 1, &c, © Heb, xii. 1. 5 2 Pet. i. 5. 5 1 Cor, xv. 8: 


Sick» 


add a Word by Way of Application. 
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Sickneſs of the Body, and Troubles of Mind, 
he will be at Hand, whether called or not, 
rejoicing to be the Means of Comfort and 
Relief in either Caſe. 


Eſpecially will he ſtrive to be a Meſſenger 
of Peace, and heal Diviſions if any ariſe among 
his Flock : That they may not deſtroy bro- 
therly Love, hinder their Prayers; and fo 
make all his other Endeavours, and all the 
Ordinances of God, and Means of Grace vain 
and fruitleſs, 


Io this End it would probably be a very 
effectual Method, and make our Interpoſi- 
tion more acceptable, if we kept ourſelves 
as much as bollible free from all party Mat- 
ters: Leaving Politicks to thoſe whole Buſi- 
nefs they are. Always, however, doing our 
utmoſt to enforce Obedience to the Powers 
ihat be, and praying for them, and a Bleſſing 
upon their Endeavours for the Welfare of 
Church and State. Which, as it is our 
Duty, ſo I think, it muſt be the Delight of 


every grateful Mind, under the mild Go- 


vernment of his preſent Majeſty. 


IV. I ſhall inſiſt no longer upon the Par- 
ticulars of our Duty, but cn'y beg leave to 


. And 
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And here, my Brethren, let me earneſtly 
preſs you to think of theſe Things ſeriouſly ; 
for they are indeed of the utmoſt Impor- 
tance, Our Life, the eternal Life of our 
Souls is here concerned, 


Let us therefore try and examine ourſelves, 
Is this a true, tho? imperfect Draught of the 
paſtoral Charge? Are we all called to be, and 
do what is here deſcribed? And have we 
been faithful to our Truſt ? What Account 
can we give to the great Shepherd and Biſhop 
Souls ® of the Flock committed to our Care? 


In what Manner came we prepared to the 
Miniſtry ? Had we experienced in our own 
Souls that Power of Godlineſs * which we were 
to preach to others? Or were we Strangers 
to this Life of God“ in the Soul, knowing no 
more of Chriſtianity than the Form and Out- 


ſide, a regular Behaviour and decent Con- 


duct ? 


If ſo— This was indeed to come blind 
Leaders of the Blind'; to teach what we knew 
not ourſelves, For as a Fountain can riſe 
no higher than its Source, ſo can a Miniſter 
heartily and effectually preach no more of 

x3 Fat. it. 86. -* 2 Tow. We. .. 
1 Mat. xv. 14. 
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— — — — 2 —— 
128 8 5 . 
: G 


[ 46 ] 
Chriſt than he has experienced in his own 
Soul, 


And with what Views (let us not deceive 
ourſelves; for God is not mocted *) touk we 
upon us this Miniſtration? Were they the 
ſame as led others to chuſe another Way of 
Life? Did we do it for the Sake of a Main- 
tenance? To qualify ourſclves to receive the 
Income of a Parſonage ? Or was our Motive 
an earneſt Defire to ſave immortal Souls, fully 
convinced that it was God's Will that we 
ſhould thus dedicate ourſelves to his Service? 


Could we with Truth profeſs, we were 
perſuaded that we were moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt to take upon us this Office and Mini- 
ſtration, without putting any forced Senſe 
upon the Words, different from their plain 
Meaning? If not—this was indeed a ſad Be- 
ginning. How can we hope for any Succeſs 
in our Miniſtry, if we came into it by Means 
of a ſolemn Lye, confirmed by receiving 
the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
_ Chriſt? Which was in Fact a folemn Ratifi- 
cation of the Truth of this, and our other 
Declarations, 


If our Hearts condemn any of us in this, 
my Brethren, let us not endeavour to evade 

m Cal. vi. 7. 
or 
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or forget ſo great a Crime. Let us not hide 
our Iniquity in our Bsſom® ;, but be deeply 
humbled before the Lord, Who knows but 
even this will be waſhed away in the Blood 
of the Lamb? It doubtleſs will, if we draw 
near unto him by Faith : And we may now 
at laſt begin to be really and properly the 
Miniſters of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Let us ſearch farther into our Hearts, 
Have we been faithful in the Diſcharge of the 
particular Duties of our Office? Have we 
done them not of Force nor of Neceſſity, but 
of a willing Mind ? Havg we delighted in 
the Work, and laboured abundantly in it? 
Not only becauſe we feared the Cenſure of 
Superiors, but having our Eyes towards him 
who ſent us into the Vineyard, and will 
ſhortly call us to an Account? Have we 
ſtrove not to pleaſe Men but God; hoping 
as a Reward no temporal Advantage, but 
an eternal Crown of Glory ? 


In a Word Have we been inſtan in Sca- 
ſon, out of Seaſon, preaching the Word, re- 


proving, rebuking, exhorting, with all long 
Suffering and Doctrine. e our ſelves 


approved unto God as Work men that need not 
be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of 
Truth? For all this is required of us, as much 

a Job xxxi. 33. » 2 Tim. iv. 2. P 2 Tim. ii. 15 
AS - 
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as of them that firſt preached the Goſpel. 
We have the ſame Work, the ſame Neceſ- 
fity lies upon us, and the ſame Reward or 
Puniſhment awaits us. For what the Lord 
declares to the Prophet Ezekiel is the Tenor 
of our Commiſſion, and therefore ought 
deeply to be laid to Heart. Son of Man, 1 
have made thee a Watchman unto the Houſe of 
Iſrael : therefore hear the Word at my Mouth, 
and give them Warning from me, M ben I /ay 
unto the Wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely die; and 
thou giveſt him not Warning, nor ſpeakeſe 
to warn the Wicked from his wicked Way to 

ſave his Life : The ſame wicked Man ſhall dye 
in his Iniquity, but his Blood will I require at 
thine Hand 4. 


Above all Things let us ſtrive to ſhew 
ourſelves Examples of what we preſs others 
to, Without this our preaching and all our 
Endeavours will be in vain. When our Lives 
_ contradict our Words, Men will be apt to 
ſuſpect that we do not ourſelves believe what 
we would perſuade them to: At leaſt, that 
we are not convinced that the Conſequences 
of an irreligious Life will be fo terrible as we 
reprefent them. When our Conduct is not 
ſuitable, they will conclude too that the 
Words we ſpeak are not our own; or, if 
they come from the Head, that they have 
no Connection with the Heart. It 

2 Exel. xvii. 18. 
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It js chiefly the bad Lives and careleſs 
Conduct of Miniſters that gives Occaſion to 
the impious Reflections, we hear ſo fre- 
quently made upon our holy Religion. 
Would you take away all Pretence for ſuch 
Profaneneſs? Shew Men by your own Ex- 
ample that Chriſtianity is ſomething more 
than an outſide Appearance : That it fills the 


Heart with a new Principle, and thereby ak 
ters and directs the whole Life. 


And indeed I cannot ſee with: what Face 
we can declare the awful Truths of God, if 
they have not an Influence upon our own 
Converſation, Muſt we not be aſhamed to 
tell Men that God's Wrath is revealed againſt 


ſuch Crimes as we ourſelves are guilty of? 


To reckon up thoſe that ſhall be baniſhed. 
from the Preſence of God forever,. when our - 
own Name is in the Lift * How-ean we preſs - 


our Hearers to the Duties of Moriification 


— 
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and Self- denial, if we ourſelves are apparently 
ſenſual ; fond of the Delights and Delicacies, 
running with eager Hearts into the Vanities . 


and Amuſements of the Age? How can we 
exhort them to have their Converſation in 


Heaven, if our own Hearts are buried in 
the Earth? Or encourage them to preſ to- 


wards the Mar of the Prize of their bigb 


| 3 Philip. iii. 20. 
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Calling in Chriſt Feſus *, if we ourſelves are 
Hhteleſs and Slaves to Sloth ? 


Tf there is ſuch a manifeſt Difference be- 
tween what we ſay and do, all Men will cry 
out, Phyſician heal thyſelf *. Our Words 
will paſs for nothing, Tho? our preaching 
be never ſo true, our Hearers wil! conſider 
us only as aFing a Part; doing what we are 
obliged to by Profeſſion. And as they ſee, 
us thus ſatisfied with barely ſpeaking ; this 


will tempt. them to be as content with barely 
bearing. 


But oh ! how greatly will this increaſe our 
Condemnation, when at the great Day thoſe 
that were committed to our Care ſhall charge 
the Loſs of their Souls upoa our cruel Ne- 
glect! When the Lord Jeſus ſhall require thoſe 
Souls at our Hands, whom he bought with 
his own Blood ® ; unto whom, inftead of Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, we became Factors for Satan, 
Surely ſuch Shepherds will be made to drink 
the very Dregs of the Cup of God's Wrath. 
Which ought greatly to alarm our Fears ; at 
the ſame. that our Hopes ſhould be aL 
ened by taat bleſſed Promiſe : They that turn 
many 10 Righteouſneſs fhall Lian as the Stars 
for ever and ever. 

id. v. 14. +Lnde u. 23. « 1 Pet. i. 19. » Dan, 
xĩii. LY 1 
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I cannot conclude without a Word to the 
reſt of this Congregation. 


You have heard the Particulars of the mi- 
niſterial Office : You. have ſeen its exceeding 
great Difficulty and Danger. It lies upon 

you therefore not to weaken our Hands, but 
ſtrengthen them; not to diſcourage, but aſſiſt 
us in the important Work. And in order 
thereto, both by our Example and Autho- 
rity, inforce the Practice of theſe Things 
which we preach and perſuade, 


Some of you are particularly obliged to 
this: Churchwardens and Sideſmen are to 
watch over their Pariſhioners, and the Oath 
of God is upon them : So that they cannot, 
without incurring the horrid Sin of wilful 
Perjury, neglect to preſent the openly irregu- 
lar and obnoxious : L hat they may be properly F 
puniſhed, and if obſtinate, ſeparated from [ 
the Flock, leſt they ſhould infect the reſt. | 


And indeed the Salvation of Souls does 
not belong to Miniſters only. All Chriſtians | 
are obliged in their Station to endeavour to 
promote this great End. How knoweſt thou, |; 
O Wife, but thou ſhalt ſave thy Huſband ? 
How knoweſt thou, O Huſband, but thou ſhalt 
fave thy Wife *? How knowelt thou, O Siſter, 5 
but thou ſhalt ſave thy Brother? A Word | 
* 1 Car. Vii. 16. 5 | 
in 


A | 
m Seaſon to a Friend or Acquaintance joined 
to a ſweet, obliging, exemplary Behaviour 
_ by God's Bleſſing make a great Impreſ- 
on. ; | 


But if you will not help us, at leaſt do not 
hinder us. Would you have us good Shep- 
herds, be yourſelves good Sheep. Not crooked 
and perverſe, but gentle and compliable. 
Do not diſappoint our good Attempts by 
ſecretly traducing, or openly oppoſing us 
therein. When you ſlander a Miniſter you 
are not only guilty of evil-ſpeaking, but 
you leſſen his Ability to promote the Work 
to which he is called. Indeed if we have 
great, repeated Vices, we deſire not to have 
them concealed nor excuſed ; but if we have 
Infirmiies, ſnew your Chriſtian Charity by 
covering them; or by gentle Admonition 


and we promiſe to thank you for your Love. 
ek AP 68 


Above all deny. us not the Aſſiſtance of 
your Prayers. Thele, when fervent and ef- 
feftual, and ariſing from a religious Soul 
avail. mich”, Pray therefore for us, and a 
Bleſſing on our Word. Join Heart and Hand 
with us in diſcouraging every evil Work, 
and promoting the ſaving Knowledge of he 
only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom be bath 
ent. And then we need not doubt but 
Be that ſoweth, and he that reapeth ſhall re- 


Joice in everlaſting Glory *. Amen, 


Janes v. 16. John XVii. 3. Jab iv 36. 
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